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they may be enabled to collect on subjects
of so much importance. At all times the

columns of this Journal shall be freely open-
ed to their authenticated communications.

THE report of a case which appears at

page 235 of the present number of THE

LANCET, by Dr. INGLIS, in which the treat-
ment of a case of double fracture of the thigh
bone, upon a plan which has been intro-
duced into use with such perfect success by
Mr. RADLEY, of Newton Abbot, will be read
with great interest by every practical sur-

geon. Notwithstanding however all that

has been said on the subject, the broken
limbs of the patients in the London hospi-
tals are still packed and screwed into wooden
and tin cases. By Mr. RADLEY’S plan the
aids of nature are courted. By the plan
ordinarily adopted the intentions and ob-

jects of nature are violated.

DEATH OF MR. MILLARD.

IT is with much regret that we have to
announce the decease of Mr. Millard, the
late demonstrator of anatomy at the Webb-
street School, who expired at his house in
Abingdon-street, on Saturday, the 7th in-

stant, having fallen a victim, in the 27th
year of his age, to that destructive disease

phthisis pulmonalis.
He was the second son of the Rev. C. F.

Millard, of Norwich, in which city he com- ,,
menced his professional career under the
auspices of that distinguished surgeon, Mr.
Crosse. Although young in years, Mr. Mil-
lard had acquired great celebrity as a
teacher, and it is due to his character to
state that the honourable station to which
be had attained was the result of no fortui- 
tous events, but was the just reward of
talents well directed in the acquisition of i

professional knowledge, and of integrity of
conduct conspicuously evinced in all the re-
lations of private life.

Thoroughly master of the subject which
he had undertaken to teach, and possessing f
acquirements of a superior order, he was
distinguished not only by a degree of indus-

try which has been rarely excelled, but

especially by the very lucid and yet com-
prehensive manner in which he conveyed
to his hearers the details of even the most
intricate branches of human anatomy.
We had the satisfaction, in a former num-

ber of THE LANCET, to record the high
estimation in which Mr. Millard was held

by his pupils, who, on the occasion to

which we refer, presented him with a last.
ing memorial of their esteem and respect,
and we should neither do justice to the

worth of the lamented deceased, nor to the
feelings of his numerous friends, if we did
not state that his many amiable qualities
had endeared him to every member of that

school, the reputation of which he so impor-
tantly contributed to uphold.

RUMINATION IN A MAN.

A PATIENT was lately admitted into the
North-London Hospital, under the care of
Dr. ELLIOTSON, suffering from gastrodynia,
to which he had been liable at intervals for
some years. On inquiring into the history
of the case the following particulars were
ascertained, and on reference to the piacti-
tioner who had attended him previous to his
admission into the hospital, and who had
relieved the rumination by means of creo-
sote, they were found to be perfectly correct.
Soon after dinner he felt a fluttering of the
stomach, and a portion of his food rose up
in his mouth with eructation ; at first he was
in the habit of spitting these away, but, find-
I ing it so continual, he commenced re-mas-
ticating it; on swallowing this a fresh por-
tion rose. If he swallowed gristle or any-
thing hard, it would keep rising until that
substance only remained which he spat
away. Greens taken at dinner caused him
to ruminate sooner, and that with a disa-
greeable taste ; cold beer produced the same
effects, whilst if it was warmed it relieved

the pain. If he took fat meat, he occasion-
ally had retchings, and threw up a quantity
of oily fluid, sometimes of a greenish colour,
and -coagulating on exposure to cold. When
the food was well masticated, or if he re.
frained from beer, rumination did not come
on so soon. Beef and mutton returned
sooner than bacon and pork. These symp-
toms were removed by creosote previous to
his admission, and he only ruminated two
or three times afterwards. The gastrodynia
was subdued by sub-nitrate of bismuth. Dr.
ELLIOTSON remarked that he had only seen
one case of rumination in the human being;
he had read one to the students last summer,
and several others were recorded. One
case was reported some time since in THE
LANCET.



249

ERGOTISM AMONGST THE TROOPS IN SPAIN.

DR. SIGMOND read a paper at a late

meeting of the Medico-Botanical .Society, in
which he entered into an elaborate review
of the opinions published with regard to

the medical effects of the ergot of rye. In

giving a description of the symptoms of

ergotism, he mentioned that he had no
doubt that the disease at present so fatal to
the English troops in Spain, arose from the
bread containing large quantities of ergot
of rye, the description of the affection pro-
duced completely coinciding with that term-
ed "ergotism" by writers. If proper in-

quiries were made on the subject, he felt
convinced that the charges brought against
the bakers of attempting to poison the troops
would be abandoned.

COMPOSITION OF FRANKS’S QUACK SO-
LU1JON OF COPAIBA. &mdash;(From a Corre-

spondent.)&mdash;At a late meeting of the Me-
dico-Botanical Society, Dr. SIGMOND de-
tailed some experiments which had been
made in Mr. Battley’s laboratory, which had
led to the discovery of the mode in which
"Franks’s Specific" was formed. He show-
ed to the Society the results of several trials
by which it was fully ascertained that the
balsam, triturated with magnesia, rendered
solid, and then diffused in spirits of wine,
to which spirits of nitrous ether were add-
ed, became capable of being mixed with
water, and afforded the most important
preparation of this valuable remedy that had
yet been found. The only bad effect of
which he had heard, where too large quan-
tities had been taken, was the production
of salivation.

DECEPTION IN A PARTNERSHIP.

J. E. BRIGHT.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR: Conceiving that the publication of

a statement of some circumstances which
have lately occurred to me may prove ad-
vantageous to young members of the pro-
fession, 1 transmit that statement to you for
insertion in your journal, and at the same
time that it acts as a warning to others, it
will demonstrate the inadequacy of the pro-
tection which is affordcd by the law to the
regular practitioner in medicine.
Having advertised for a " Partnership,"

a person named Richard Durnell answered
the adveltisement, stating to me and my
attomey that he was a member of the Col-
lege and the Hall, with other representations
as to his patients, none of which 1 could at
the time detect to be erroneous, so well were

his plans and statements arranged. A few

months after signing a deed of partnership,
I was compelled to prefer charges against
him on account of his acting to my pre-
judice, and having unpleasant legal proceed-
ings instituted against him, which made me
suspicious of his solvency. These charges
were referred to arbitration, notwithstanding
which I was advised by several barristersand an eminent special pleader to arrest

him, though my partner, for money owing,
because being legally neither a surgeon nor
an apothecary, there could be no partner-
ship.

Durnell, after a lapse of three months,
filed his petition in the Insolvent Debtors
Court, and although there was every proof
of his having assumed a character and sta-
tion (by which he had obtained considera-
ble pecuniary credit) to which character he
had no more right than a repairer of watch-
springs or a maker of wooden legs; yet the
court permitted his discharge without a re-
primand for violating the law by this intru-
sion on the rights of the medical profession.
My case is another proof how little regard

is paid, even in a court of justice, to the
rights of the profession. As the law now
stands any person who may have acquired
a slight knowledge of dispensing, may style
himself a "surgeon," and, with slight risk,
attain a good income, while those who ex-
pend their capital in obedience to the law
have no protection afforded them.

I trust that a notice of this case will ex-
cite members of the profession to combine
for the protection of their rights, while
those who may be embarking their all in the
profession, may receive a warning of some
of those shoals which may be concealed from
their view in their progress as practitioners.
I remain, Sir, yours obediently,

14, Lamb’s Conduit-street,
(late of 12, Golden-square,) May 9, 1836.

DR. COPLAND’S DICTIONARY OF PRACTICAL
MEDICINE.

To Me Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR: In answer to a note, signed "A

Subscriber," in the latest Number of THE
LANCET, respecting my Dictionary of Prac-
tical Medicine, allow me to state, that the
report to which he alludes is quite un-
founded ; that I am labouring hard at the
work, and have been doing so since Janu-
ary 1831, when I commenced it ; that I am
not likely to relinquish that which I have
advanced far in completing, and that I have
sundry incentives to persevere&mdash;especially
in a regard for my own reputation, in the
favourable reception the work has met

with, in the encouragement and indulgence
I have received from my publishers, and in
the advantages directly and indirectly ac-


